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 Reading is a skill that supports acquisition of knowledge, vocabulary, 
higher-level and independent thinking skills, and provides platforms for 
discussion and community. Developing reading as a life-long pastime can 
also bring joy and pleasure while nurturing compassion and empathy. 
Incoming 8th graders are strongly encouraged to read, Refugee by Alan 
Gratz. This novel has curricular ties in both ELA and social studies and 
will help students acquire additional information and provide a reference 
point for learning.  

 
TASK 

Prepare for a book “chat” which will be led by a Team 8 teacher.  Use the following questions 
as a guide while reading. Although nothing written will be required, it may be helpful for you 
to keep notes (on sticky notes, notecards) as you read to help you participate in the 
discussion. These notes will not be turned in so make them useful for YOU to help you feel 
confident during the small group discussion.  
 
We hope you enjoy the book and we look forward to hearing your thoughts!  
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

1. Discuss the reasons that Josef, Isabel and Mahmoud’s families leave their homes. What 
are the situations in each of their lives that force them to flee? How are their situations 
similar and how are they different? CCSS.RL.4-8.1 

2. What is the theme of this book as expressed through the central characters? What do 
you feel is the most important idea in each of these stories? Provide examples in the 
plot of each story to support your ideas. CCSS.RL.4-8.2,3 

3. Josef says, “It was like they were invisible….people chose not to see them.”(18) how 
does this simple statement reflect his experience on the train in Nazi Germany? Why 
do the people ignore them? Compare his experience to Mahmoud’s when he says, 
“They only see us when we do something they don’t want us to do.” (214) 
CCSS.RL.4-8.5  

4. Why do you think the author chose to tell these three stories in alternating chapters? 
What is the effect on the reader of moving back and forth between the stories from 
different periods of history? CCSS.RL.4-8.5  


