
LOLMS 6th Grade Summer Reading Assignment 
 

Summer 2018 

The mission of the LOLMS Summer Reading program is to provide 
opportunity, challenge, and instill the love of reading in our 
students.  

Reading is a skill that supports acquisition of knowledge, 
vocabulary, higher-level and independent thinking skills, and 
provides platforms for discussion and community. Developing 
reading as a life-long pastime can also bring joy 
and pleasure while nurturing compassion and empathy.   

As a rising 6th grader, you will be reading Half a World Away, by Cynthia 
Kadohata.  This novel has curricular ties to both ELA and Social Studies, and it will provide 
students with a sound reference point for learning.   

Your Task 

Use the following questions as a guide while reading. Although nothing written will be 
required, it may be helpful for you to keep notes (on sticky notes, note cards, 
in a spiral notebook, etc.) as you read to help you participate in the discussion. These 
notes will not be turned in so make them useful for YOU to help you feel confident during 
the small group discussion.  I hope you enjoy the book and I look forward to 
hearing your thoughts!  

Half a World Away by Cynthia Kadohata (age range 10-13; Lexile Band 670; 
Published in 2014) 

 Describe Jaden’s behavior and the efforts his parents take to help him adjust to his new 
life. Is Jaden grateful that Penni and Steve have adopted him? Use evidence from the 
text to support your answer.  

 Once the family arrives in Kazakhstan, Penni and Steve leave Jaden alone in the 
apartment to go shopping. Jaden takes off after them but gets lost. Describe Jaden’s 
emotions around this event. What does it tell us about him as a person? What does it 
tell us about his parents? 

 How does Jaden grow by the end of the story? What events contribute to his growth? 

 Identify a theme in the story. Have you read another book with a similar theme? 

 In what ways (if any) do your life experiences compare with Jaden’s? 


