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Key for Recommendations:  

AP: Books for AP Bound Students  ALL: Books for All Readers R: Books for Reluctant Readers 

Abbreviations will occur within parentheses after each title 

 

 1984 (ALL, AP) 

by George Orwell 

Written in 1948, 1984 was George Orwell’s chilling prophecy about the future. And while 1984 has come and gone, 

Orwell’s narrative is timelier than ever.1984 presents a startling and haunting vision of the world, so powerful that it is 

completely convincing from start to finish. No one can deny the power of this novel, its hold on the imaginations of 

multiple generations of readers, or the resiliency of its admonitions—a legacy that seems only to grow with the 

passage of time. 

Genre/Topics: Classics, Historical Fiction 

 

  

A Fall of Marigolds (ALL) 

by Susan Meissner 

September 1911. On Ellis Island in New York Harbor, nurse Clara Wood cannot face returning to Manhattan, where 

the man she loved fell to his death in the Triangle Shirtwaist Fire. Then, while caring for a fevered immigrant whose 

own loss mirrors hers, she becomes intrigued by a name embroidered onto the scarf he carries…and finds herself 

caught in a dilemma that compels her to confront the truth about the assumptions she’s made. Will what she learns 

devastate her or free her? 

Genre/Topics: Historical Fiction, tragedy 

 

 

 

All the Light We Cannot See (AP) 

by Anthony Doerr 

From the highly acclaimed, multiple award-winning Anthony Doerr, the beautiful, stunningly ambitious instant New 

York Times bestseller about a blind French girl and a German boy whose paths collide in occupied France as both 

try to survive the devastation of World War II. 

Marie-Laure lives with her father in Paris near the Museum of Natural History, where he works as the master of its 

thousands of locks. When she is six, Marie-Laure goes blind and her father builds a perfect miniature of their 

neighborhood so she can memorize it by touch and navigate her way home. 

Genre/Topics: Historical Fiction, WWII 

 

 
 

Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe (ALL) 

by Benjamin Alire Saenz 

Aristotle is an angry teen with a brother in prison. Dante is a know-it-all who has an unusual way of looking at the 

world. When the two meet at the swimming pool, they seem to have nothing in common. But as the loners start 

spending time together, they discover that they share a special friendship—the kind that changes lives and lasts a 

lifetime. And it is through this friendship that Ari and Dante will learn the most important truths about themselves and 

the kind of people they want to be. 

Genre/Topics: Realistic Fiction, relationships, LGBTQ, coming of age 

 

  

Challenger Deep (ALL) 

by Neal Shusterman 

Caden Bosch is on a ship that's headed for the deepest point on Earth: Challenger Deep, the southern part of the 

Marianas Trench. Caden Bosch is a brilliant high school student whose friends are starting to notice his odd behavior. 

Caden Bosch is designated the ship's artist in residence to document the journey with images.  Caden Bosch 

pretends to join the school track team but spends his days walking for miles, absorbed by the thoughts in his head. 

Caden Bosch is split between his allegiance to the captain and the allure of mutiny. Caden Bosch is torn. 

Genre/Topics: Realistic Fiction, mental illness, language 
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Conversion by: Katherine Howe (ALL) 

It’s senior year at St. Joan’s Academy, and school is a pressure cooker. College applications, the battle for 

valedictorian, deciphering boys’ texts: Through it all, Colleen Rowley and her friends are expected to keep it 

together. Until they can’t. 

Genre/Topics: Mystery/Adventure, Historical Fiction, Realistic Fiction 

 

 

 

Even in Paradise (ALL) 

by Chelsey Philpot 

When Julia Buchanan enrolls at St. Anne’s at the beginning of junior year, Charlotte Ryder already knows all about 

her. Most people do . . . or think they do. But as Charlotte is pulled into the larger-than-life new girl’s world—a world 

of midnight rendezvous, dazzling parties, palatial vacation homes, and fizzy champagne cocktails—she realizes that 

behind Julia’s self-assured smiles and toasts to the future, she is still suffering from a tragedy. A tragedy that the 

Buchanan family has kept hidden . . . until now. 

Genre/Topics: Relationships, sexual situations, drinking/drugs 

 

 

Every Last Word (ALL) 

by Tamara Ireland 

Samantha McAllister looks just like the rest of the popular girls in her junior class. But hidden beneath the straightened 

hair and expertly applied makeup is a secret that her friends would never understand: Sam has Purely-Obsessional 

OCD and is consumed by a stream of dark thoughts and worries that she can't turn off. 

Genre/Topics: Realistic Fiction, mental illness, 

 

 

 

Forgive Me Leonard Peacock (ALL) 

by Matthew Quick 

In addition to the P-38, there are four gifts, one for each of my friends. I want to say good-bye to them properly. I 

want to give them each something to remember me by. To let them know I really cared about them and I'm sorry I 

couldn't be more than I was--that I couldn't stick around--and that what's going to happen today isn't their fault. 

Today is Leonard Peacock's birthday. It is also the day he will kill his former best friend, and then himself, with his 

grandfather's P-38 pistol. Maybe one day he'll believe that being different is okay, important even. But not today. 

Genre/Topics: language, drinking/drugs, sexual abuse, suicide, coming of age 

 

 

Funny in Farsi (ALL) 

by Firoozeh Dumas 

In 1972, when she was seven, Firoozeh Dumas and her family moved from Iran to Southern California, arriving with no 

firsthand knowledge of this country beyond her father’s glowing memories of his graduate school years here. More 

family soon followed, and the clan has been here ever since. 

Genre/Topics: Biography 

 

 

Hidden Girl (ALL) 

by Shyima 

An inspiring and compelling memoir from a young woman who lost her childhood to slavery—and built a new life 

grounded in determination and justice. 

When Shyima Hall was eight years old, her impoverished parents sold her to pay a debt. Two years later, the wealthy 

family she was sold to moved to Orange County, California, and smuggled her with them. Shyima served the family 

eighteen hours a day, seven days a week until she was twelve. That’s when an anonymous call from a neighbor 

brought about the end of Shyima’s servitude—but her journey to true freedom was far from over. 

Genre/Topics: True Stories/Non-Fiction 
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I Was Here (ALL) 

by Gayle Forman 

When her best friend Meg drinks a bottle of industrial-strength cleaner alone in a motel room, Cody is 

understandably shocked and devastated. She and Meg shared everything—so how was there no warning? But 

when Cody travels to Meg’s college town to pack up the belongings left behind, she discovers that there’s a lot that 

Meg never told her. About her old roommates, the sort of people Cody never would have met in her dead-end 

small town in Washington. About Ben McAllister, the boy with a guitar and a sneer, and some secrets of his own. And 

about an encrypted computer file that Cody can’t open—until she does, and suddenly everything Cody thought 

she knew about her best friend’s death gets thrown into question. 

Genre/Topics: Mystery/Adventure, suicide, tragedy, sexual situations, language, coming of age, drinking/drugs 

 

 

 

Kindling (ALL) 

by David Capella 

Bullied in school, the brother of a rebellious sister, without real friends, and stifled by an overbearing father - these 

incendiary ingredients have ignited 15-year-old Zeke Titcomb, a full-fledged pyromaniac. He has terrorized the small 

town of Chaldea, Maine by torching his high school to the ground. And the town will never be the same. But the 

high school is only the beginning. Zeke's unsuccessful attempts to set the adjacent Junior High School on fire and the 

neighboring Walloomsac High School strain the efforts of the authorities, desperate to find the culprit, but not before 

Zeke has further traumatized the townspeople with a burning spree. 

Genre/Topics: Realistic Fiction, mental illness, drinking/drugs, sexual situations, language 

 

 

Kipling’s Choice (ALL, R) 

by Geert Spillbeen 

On the verge of World War I, author Rudyard Kipling’s son, John, like his father before him, wanted to fight for his 

country. But when John’s military application was threatened, Rudyard took matters into his own hands, applying all 

his influence to allow his son to fight in the Great War. And the teenager who had lived his life in comfort and whose 

greatest concern had been pleasing his father now faced a much greater challenge—staying alive in his first battle. 

Genre/Topics: Historical Fiction, WWI, violence, tragedy 

 

 

 

Me Before You 

by Jojo Meyers (ALL) 

They had nothing in common until love gave them everything to lose . . . 

Louisa Clark is an ordinary girl living an exceedingly ordinary life—steady boyfriend, close family—who has barely 

been farther afield than their tiny village. She takes a badly needed job working for ex–Master of the Universe Will 

Traynor, who is wheelchair bound after an accident. Will has always lived a huge life—big deals, extreme sports, 

worldwide travel—and now he’s pretty sure he cannot live the way he is. 

Genre/Topics: Relationships 

 

 

 

Miss Peregrine Series (ALL) 

by Ransom Riggs 

A mysterious island.  An abandoned orphanage.  A strange collection of very curious photographs.  

It all waits to be discovered in Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children, an unforgettable novel that mixes fiction 

and photography in a thrilling reading experience. As our story opens, a horrific family tragedy sets sixteen-year-old 

Jacob journeying to a remote island off the coast of Wales, where he discovers the crumbling ruins of Miss 

Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children. 

Genre/Topics: Science Fiction, Supernatural 

 

 

Out of Nowhere (ALL, R) 

by Maria Padian 

Out of Nowhere follows Tom Bouchard: captain and star of the Enniston High School soccer team; boyfriend to one 

of the prettiest, most popular girls; and third in his class, likely to have his pick of any college (if he ever bothers filling 

out his applications). But life in his idyllic small Maine town quickly gets turned upside down after the events of 9/11. 

Genre/Topics: Sports, Realistic Fiction, drinking/drugs 
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Paper Towns (ALL) 

by John Green 

When Margo Roth Spiegelman beckons Quentin Jacobsen in the middle of the night—dressed like a ninja and 

plotting an ingenious campaign of revenge—he follows her. Margo’s always planned extravagantly, and, until now, 

she’s always planned solo. After a lifetime of loving Margo from afar, things are finally looking up for Q . . . until day 

breaks and she has vanished. Always an enigma, Margo has now become a mystery. But there are clues. And 

they’re for Q. 

Genre/Topics: Relationships, Realistic Fiction, sexual situations, language, drinking/drugs 

 

 

Pride and Prejudice (AP) 

by Jane Austen 

Pride and Prejudice is a novel of manners by Jane Austen, first published in 1813. The story follows the main 

character, Elizabeth Bennet, as she deals with issues of manners, upbringing, morality, education, and marriage in 

the society of the landed gentry of the British Regency. Elizabeth is the second of five daughters of a country 

gentleman living near the fictional town of Meryton in Hertfordshire, near London. 

Genre/Topics: Classics 

 

 

 

Room (ALL) 

by Emma Donahue 

To five-year-old-Jack, Room is the world. . . It's where he was born, it's where he and his Ma eat and sleep and play 

and learn. At night, his Ma shuts him safely in the wardrobe, where he is meant to be asleep when Old Nick 

visits. Room is home to Jack, but to Ma it's the prison where she has been held for seven years. Through her fierce 

love for her son, she has created a life for him in this eleven-by-eleven-foot space. But with Jack's curiosity building 

alongside her own desperation, she knows that Room cannot contain either much longer. 

Genre/Topics: Mystery/Adventure, abuse 

 

 
 

Shuttle Diplomacy (ALL) 

by Mike Miller (local author) 

Space Shuttle Challenger exploded 73 seconds into her flight on the morning of January 28, 1986-now, over twenty 

years later, no one questions the investigation that found fault in a defective "O" ring joining the rocket segments. 

But, was the disaster caused by a simple case of negligence or the masterful plan of a KGB officer? 

Genre/Topics: Mystery/Adventure 

 

 

 

 

 

The Absolute Diary of a Part-time Indian (ALL) 

by Sherman Alexie 

Determined to take his future into his own hands, Junior leaves his troubled school on the rez to attend an all-white 

farm town high school where the only other Indian is the school mascot. 

Genre/Topics: Realistic Fiction, coming of age, drinking/drugs, sexual situations, language 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Art of Racing in the Rain (ALL) 

by Garth Stein 

A heart-wrenching but deeply funny and ultimately uplifting story of family, love, loyalty, and hope--a captivating 

look at the wonders and absurdities of human life . . . as only a dog could tell it. 

Genre/Topics: Relationships, sexual situations 
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The Eye of Minds (ALL) 

by James Dashner 

The Virt Net offers total mind and body immersion, and the more hacking skills you have, the more fun it is. Why 

bother following the rules when it’s so easy to break them? But some rules were made for a reason. Some 

technology is too dangerous to fool with. And one gamer has been doing exactly that, with murderous results. 

Genre/Topics: Science Fiction, violence/suicide 

 

 

 

 

 

The Fifth Vial (ALL) 

by Michael Palmer 

In Boston, a disgraced medical student is sent to deliver a research paper that could save her career… In a hospital 

four thousand miles away, a reclusive scientist, dying from an incurable disease that threatens to make each 

tortured breath his last, is on the verge of perfecting a serum that could save millions of lives―and bring others 

inestimable wealth… In Chicago, a disillusioned detective is hired to determine the identity of a John Doe, killed on 

a Florida highway, with mysterious marks on his body. 

Genre/Topics: Mystery/Adventure, forensic science 

 

 

  

The Help (ALL, AP) 

by Kathryn Stockett 

Aibileen is a black maid in 1962 Jackson, Mississippi, who's always taken orders quietly, but lately she's unable to hold 

her bitterness back. Her friend Minny has never held her tongue but now must somehow keep secrets about her 

employer that leave her speechless. White socialite Skeeter just graduated college. She's full of ambition, but 

without a husband, she's considered a failure. Together, these seemingly different women join together to write a 

tell-all book about work as a black maid in the South, that could forever alter their destinies and the life of a small 

town... 

Genre/Topics: Historical Fiction, Mature Content, Racial Prejudice  

 

 

 

 

 

The Illustrated Man(ALL, AP) 

by Ray Bradbury 

Ray Bradbury brings wonders alive. For this peerless American storyteller, the most bewitching force in the universe is 

human nature. In these eighteen startling tales unfolding across a canvas of tattooed skin, living cities take their 

vengeance, technology awakens the most primal natural instincts, and dreams are carried aloft in junkyard rockets. 

Genre/Topics: Classics, Short Stories 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Martian by Andy Weir (ALL) 

Six days ago, astronaut Mark Watney became one of the first people to walk on Mars.  

Now, he's sure he'll be the first person to die there. 

After a dust storm nearly kills him and forces his crew to evacuate while thinking him dead, Mark finds himself 

stranded and completely alone with no way to even signal Earth that he’s alive—and even if he could get word 

out, his supplies would be gone long before a rescue could arrive. 

Genre/Topics: Science Fiction, language 

 

 
 

 

The Nightingale (ALL, AP) 

by Kristin Hannah 

In love we find out who we want to be. In war we find out who we are. FRANCE, 1939.  In the quiet village of 

Carriveau, Vianne.  Mauriac says goodbye to her husband, Antoine, as he heads for the Front. She doesn't believe 

that the Nazis will invade France … but invade they do, in droves of marching soldiers, in caravans of trucks and 

tanks, in planes that fill the skies and drop bombs upon the innocent. 

Genre/Topics: Historical Fiction, WWII, tragedy 
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The Opposite of Loneliness (ALL) 

by Marina Keegan  

Marina Keegan’s star was on the rise when she graduated magna cum laude from Yale in May 2012. She had a 

play that was to be produced at the New York Fringe Festival and a job waiting for her at The New Yorker. Tragically, 

five days after graduation, Marina died in a car crash. 

Genre/Topics: Short Stories, Biography  

 

 

Where She Went by Gayle Forman (ALL) 

Picking up several years after the dramatic conclusion of If I Stay, Where She Went continues the story of Adam and 

Mia, from Adam's point of view. Ever since Mia's decision to stay - but not with him - Adam's career has been on a 

wonderful trajectory. His album, borne from the anguish and pain of their breakup, has made him a bona fide star. 

And Mia herself has become a top-rate cellist, playing in some of the finest venues in the world. When their 

respective paths put them both in New York City at the same time, the result is a single night in which the two 

reunite - with wholly satisfying results. 

Genre/Topics: Relationships, sexual situations, drinking/drugs, language 

 

 

 

Winter Garden (ALL, AP) 

by Kristin Hannah 

Mesmerizing from the first page to the last, Winter Garden is one woman’s sweeping, heartbreaking story of love, 

loss, and redemption. At once an epic love story set in World War II Russia and an intimate portrait of contemporary 

mothers and daughters poised at the crossroads of their lives, it explores the heartbreak of war, the cost of survival 

and the ultimate triumph of the human spirit. It is a novel that will haunt the reader long after the last page is turned. 

Genre/Topics: Historical Fiction, WWII 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


