
APUSH and Honors English Summer Reading Assignment 2016 

Mayflower by Nathaniel Philbrick 

Mr. D’Aquila- AP History      Mrs. Ressler –American Literature Honors 

 

One of the seven themes in the APUSH history course and a consistent theme in Honors English is that of an 

American Identity.  Essentially, how was the American identity formed and how and why has it changed over 

time?     

 

As defined by AP: “This theme focuses on how and why definitions of American and national identity and 

values have developed, as well as on related topics such as citizenship, constitutionalism, foreign policy, 

assimilation, and American exceptionalism.” 

 

 

Three Part Assignment:   
 

Mayflower is a narrative history set in the Massachusetts Bay Colony in the 17th century. Philbrick focuses on 

the relationship between the English colonists and the Native Americans and their collaboration and conflicts 

leading to King Philip’s War (1676).  

 

PROMPT:  Using evidence from Mayflower, analyze how an American identity 

developed in New England in the 17th century.    
 

You are to pick a total of 10 examples that help explain how an American identity developed in New England in 

the 17th century.  Please make sure that each example comes from a different chapter. You must include at least 

one example from each of the five Parts of the book:  Discovery, Accommodation, Community, War, and 

Epilogue. 

 

A. Evidence chart.  Use this template by copying and pasting it into a new document.   Yours will go to 10 

of course.  

 

Quote Pg 

# 

What 

Part?  

I-V 

Historic Context:  

When in history is this happening?  What 

else is going on that helps explain the 

situation?   

Analysis:  how does 

this piece of 

evidence help 

address the prompt? 
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B. What event would you name as a turning point in making English Colonists into Americans? Provide 

justification (direct support from the text) for your response.  Include page numbers referenced.  (150 

words min)   

 

C. Explain one specific way the English learned from Native culture and explain one specific way the 

Native Americans learned from English culture.   Include page numbers referenced.   (50 word min) 

 

 

D. Synthesis.  Describe one particular way modern New England has been influenced by the history 

described in the book Mayflower.    (200 word min)  

 

 

DUE DATE:   Due 1st day of school.  Hardcopy only.   Must be typed.   

Submit to:        

 APUSH only-  Mr. D’Aquila 

 Honors English only-  Mrs. Ressler 

 APUSH and Honors- Mr. D’Aquila- Please mark on your front page that you are in 

BOTH APUSH and Honors English.   

 

 


