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 The story about The Power of Words talks about how people used to go by the motto, 

“Sticks and stones will break my bones, but names will never hurt me.” The author, Flora 

Richards-Gustafson, says that she doesn’t know how anyone could have ever gone by that motto 

unless they were very full of themselves. I agreed with her because I am not a person with too 

low of a self-esteem or too high of one. I feel as though I am in a neutral state and even though 

sticks and stones do break my bones, words hurt me too. In a physical sense the motto actually 

makes sense, but emotionally words can hurt people more than sticks or stones. The story also 

talks about how people try standing up for kids who are being verbally bullied but it seems as 

though that even though the teachers are concerned about it, they still aren’t doing anything 

effective. Secondly, the story talks about how they don’t want you to be that type of person who 

bullies kids, even though you think it might be a joke or you’re just saying something to get 

laughs; it could still offend someone which is considered bullying. Also, they talk about how if 

someone is being rude to you, you don’t want to stoop down to their level and be cruel right back 

to them because it just shows how low of a person you are. Lastly, the story talks about how no 

matter what, no matter who it is, you should speak up for anyone if they are being bullied 

because it isn’t right in any circumstance. Speaking up shows that you are brave enough to put 

yourself out there and it shows that you care about what is happening to your peers, which shows 

how great of a person you actually are. 


