
Parent Advisory Board Meeting Minutes 
From September 13, 2017 

 
Attendance:  Principal Jim Wygonik, Vice Principal Jeanne Manfredi, Co-Presidents 
Sherri Ramella and Dottie Wells and 16 parents. 

 
Honor Code: 
-Staff was eager to have an honor code. 
-Meeting with staff and a select group of students last spring to discuss honor code. 
-New Honor Code was drafted and presented to full staff. 
-Introduced to kids on first day of 2017-2018 school year. 

*Honor Code will also be discussed in Advisory as well as seen on posters 
around the school. 

-Honor Code is different from the school handbook-easier to reference. 
-Persistence was added as a goal of the Honor Code. 
-Students wanted all stakeholders to have responsibility in the new Honor Code. 
-Everything the school does should stem from these core values. 
-Parents can use Honor Code in discussions with kids at home or with teachers if 
there are issues. 
-LOLHS teachers and administrators are committed to keeping the Honor Code in 
the conversation. 

*Administration will work with teachers to train them to use the Honor Code 
in all dealings with students. 

-BOE supports new Honor Code. 
 
Homework Policy: 
-Last year, as a result of discussions begun at PAB, BOE directed all Region 18 
schools to revise their homework guidelines. 
 *Schools got input from students, parents and staff. 
-New guidelines give parents talking points to use in discussion with students and 
teachers. 

*If discussions with student and/or teacher does not solve problem, bring 
problems to Principal Wygonik quickly so that a solution can be found 
without overwhelming student. 

-New Homework policies and homework free weekends do not apply to AP/ECE 
classes. 
-Weekly homework requirements help students to learn to manage their time. 

*If parents find that their student is spending too much time on homework, 
have a discussion with the teacher using the new homework guidelines as a 
reference. 
*Parents are encouraged to go on Canvas with their child to find out about 
homework, tests and events. 

-LOLHS is putting an emphasis on “Balancing the Ride”. 
*Administration is trying to change the culture that pushes kids to take on 
too much and then become overwhelmed. 



*Administration wants kids to choose a rigorous schedule of classes but to 
balance that with sports, clubs and down-time. 

-Administration is very proud of the new policies. 
 
Changes to School Procedures: 
-Students will not be able to participate in any extracurricular activities unless their 
fee balance is $0. 

*Even small fees may affect a student’s ability to participate in activities, 
clubs and sports. 

-FDA has made a new regulation that all students must start the school year with a 
$0 lunch balance.   

*This does not mean that families are not responsible for old fees.  It means 
that any money a family pays to the lunch program this year will go towards 
payments for the current lunch year.   
*To pay off old balances (for lunch, books, uniforms, etc.), families must make 
payment to Region 18 directly through the Central Office. 
*A parent brought up a concern that students were being kept from playing 
sports for very small fees that families were unaware of.   

+Principal Wygonik works in conjunction with LOLMS Principal 
Ambruso on fees and balances and no longer has discretion to make 
adjustments (LOLHS used to have between $20,000-$30,000 in 
unpaid balances).   
+Athletic Director Hilde Heck also has no ability to make exceptions 
or allowances for any student.  
+Parents can find their student’s balance on their Powerschool 
account. 

-Several parents stated that they have had problems when their students have made 
cash payments to Chartwells during lunch.  The payments do not get recorded, and 
parents are then charged again for the meal.  Additionally, students who try to put 
cash into their accounts during lunch are finding that the cash payments are 
sometimes not recorded in the students’ accounts.  Jim will discuss this issue with 
Chartwells. 
-There will be two assemblies coming up reminding students about what is in the 
student handbook and discussing LOLHS Core Values and Beliefs. 

*Freshmen and Sophomores will have one assembly and Juniors and Seniors 
will have another. 
*Some issues of focus will be: 

+Students must be on time and prepared with a charged computer for 
class. 

-The library does not have many loaners now and will give 
them out only if there are technical issues with a student’s 
computer. 
-5 tardies will result in a detention.  10 tardies will mean 
Saturday School. 

+Students are to use passes and keep phones away as they move 
through the building.  Students may use phones at lunch and study 
hall. 



+There is a dress code that students are expected to follow. 
+Parking and Senior Privilege (students may sign in late or check out 
early if they have a study hall) will start this week. 

-Students’ lockers are now near their homerooms.  Staff is working to change the 
culture that “lockers aren’t cool” and are encouraging kids to use their lockers. 
 *Students have time in between classes, at lunch, etc. to use lockers. 
 *Parents please teach your child to use a combination lock. 

 
What’s New: 
-LOLHS welcomes three new teachers: 
 *Lizzy Cleveland- English 
 *Maureen LeFevre-French 
 *Emma Cox-Math 
-Sandwich link through Chartwells allows students to pre-order sandwiches that 
will be hot and ready for lunch, in order to cut down on time spent in line.   
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1hKZiS14iKvkRhlD0gWa27Jbp0VMrjFT4IDiSq9HISCU/prefill 

Link is also on Canvas and the LOLHS Blog.   
-Seating in the Commons has been re-upholstered. 
-Most teachers now have syllabus, homework, exams and projects on Canvas.  Full 
implementation will be by the end of the 2018-2019 school year. 
-There will be an activity fair for students on Friday. 

*There is a new interactive activity handbook that students will have access 
to.  The link will be in Canvas, on the LOLHS Blog and on the Region 18 
website. 
*Students making a commitment to a club and sticking with it is part of the 
new Honor Code.   
 

Spring Sports Photos in the Yearbook: 
-Two new teachers are running the yearbook, Adam Raiti and Brett Eckert. 
-LOLHS will be using a new internet based digital company called Entourage to 
produce the yearbook. 

*Using an internet based digital company will allow the company to quickly 
produce the yearbook at about 1/3 of the cost. 

-The new quick turn around time will allow the yearbook to include current school 
year spring sports photos and possibly even prom pictures. 
 *Jim will check into having Spring 2017 sports photos included as well. 
 
Drugs at LOLHS: 
-Administration has upped the security on the campus. 
 *There are now cameras in every stairwell. 
 *There will be cameras in all parking lots soon. 
-LYSB does forums and programs for students and parents. 
-Administration takes tips from parents and students. 
-The technology of drugs has become more sophisticated and harder to detect. 
-There will be training this year to teach staff how to recognize signs that someone 
is under the influence. 



-Drugs are a big part of the discussion at the school and staff is continuing to fight to 
keep students off drugs. 
-The BOE has approved the use of drug sniffing dogs. 
 *Dogs cannot be used on individual students. 
 *Principal can breathalyze students. 
 *The next step would be negotiating a system with the State Police. 
  +Principal would have the police leave if a dog gives the signal. 
 *The school is not looking to ruin lives.  They just want to keep kids safe. 
 *Superintendent and Principal will decide when and if to bring in the dogs. 
-LOLHS follows up on tips when they have enough evidence. 
-If a student gets expelled, they remain on campus in a different building and 
continue to get an education. 
-A parent suggested that we need to switch the attitude among parents and kids that 
identifying students who are using drugs is punitive.  It is not to punish.  It is saving 
a life. 
-There have been some incidents of theft in the locker rooms.   
 *Students are encouraged to use and lock their gym lockers. 
-The State requires LOLHS to keep logs that record each incident of discipline 
against students.   
 *List includes any discipline for any reason. 
 *List does not use specific student names 
-Jim says that parent involvement makes LOLHS better.  Please consider attending 
the next PAB meeting and bringing two friends. 
 
Announcements: 
-Lori Montazella has volunteered to be PAB Secretary.  Thank you Lori!! 
 *Her position will be voted on at the next PAB meeting. 
-CCSU Athletic Director, Tom Pinsence, will host a social media presentation at 
LOLHS on October 3rd for all students.   

*There will also be an evening presentation for parents. 
 

Upcoming dates to remember: 
 

9/23 1:00 LOL/Valley Home Football Game 

9/23 Homecoming Dance 

9/26  Financial Aid Night 
 9/28 Quarter 1 Progress Reports 

 10/3 Sophomore Parent Night, Social Media Presentation 

 10/4 Board of Education meeting, Center School 
 10/4 7:00 Booster Club meeting 
 10/6 Early dismissal 
 10/9 Columbus Day, no school 
 10/11 PSAT 

 10/11 10:30 Retake Day for student photos 

 10/12 7:00 Shoreline Festival Concert, Coginchaug 

 10/14 Robotics Bash at the Beach 

 10/18 7:00 PAB meeting 


