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Summer Reading Podcast Challenge 

WIN a Kindle Fire! 

How? Submit a podcast for our LOLHS READS blog (http://lolhsreads.blogspot.com/) and you will be 

entered to win one of four Kindle Fire Tablets.  Winner will be announced during our Summer Reading 

Celebration in the Fall.  See below for details. Submissions need to be emailed to Mrs. Trost 

trostl@region18.org by Friday, September 9th!  

 

PART ONE: Script Your Podcast 

To prepare for your podcast, review your Reading Notes and decide the following: 

1. A podcast is typically in an interview and/or group discussion format.  Ask family and friends to 

collaborate with you.  Find friends who have read the same book and collaborate on a 

podcast. Decide who will be the “mediator” or interviewer? 

2. How will you introduce the book? (With a quote, a summary, an explanation of the book’s 

relevance, etc.) 

3. What questions will the mediator be asking the “guests?” (Minimum of five questions) 

4. What unique idea, “angle,” or position will each guest bring to the conversation? (NOTE: The 

“guests” responses should include specific references to the text.) 

5. Include the recommendation would you give this book? (TO WHOM would you recommend 

this book and why?) 

 

PART TWO: Blog “Blurb” & Image 

You will need to write a “blurb” for the finished blog post that will contain your podcast. You will need 

to include the following: 

1. The title, author, and publication date of your book. 

2. A brief summary of the book’s plot, conflict, main characters, etc. (Provide a good “hook” for 

potential readers, but avoid giving away significant plot twists or “spoilers.”) 

3. A brief summary of the podcast’s content—what will the listener hear the group discussing? 

4. A brief summary of the group’s recommendation. 

Then…  

5. Type up the blog blurb AND find an image of the book cover to include in your post.  

6. Save the image locally (to your desktop or folder on the computer) to attach in an email 

when you’ve completed your Podcast. 
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PART THREE: Record & Share Podcast  

Preparation & Simple Tips: (If you don’t have a Google account, either create one or use a platform for audio 

recording that you are comfortable with.) 

 Device Preparation: Download Google Drive app on your phone and log in.  Make sure you have a 

Google account so that you can upload your audio recording. 

 Device Location: Place recording device (most likely a smartphone) in the best overall location to 

capture audio.  

 Ensure Clear Audio: Can you clearly hear what is being said?  Make sure you do a practice recording 

first and play it back to make sure you can hear what people are saying and that nothing else is 

impacting the overall sound quality. 

 Please email Mrs. Trost trostl@region18.org with any technical issues or questions. 

 

Recording Audio     

 
1. Open your voice recorder on your phone (Voice memos under ‘Utilities’ on iPhone) 

2. Refer to recording tips above and do a brief test first.  Then, record your real conversation when ready. 

3. When finished, press ‘done’, name it and press ‘save’.  Name your file (e.g. ‘podcastlastname’ and 

save it. 

 

Upload Audio Recording to Google Drive 

 
1. If necessary, create a new Google account for free https://accounts.google.com/signup 

2. Install the Google Drive app on your phone for free and log into it. 

3. Open your audio recording. 

4. Click on share button and then Google Drive icon and press ‘upload’. 

(please note Google Drive may need permission to access your recordings so you may get prompted 

to allow this.  If so, follow instructions.) 

 

PART FOUR: Submission of Summer Reading Podcast Challenge  

1. Please email Mrs. Trost at trostl@region18.org: 

2. In the email include 

o Your Full Name  

o Grade 

o Title of the book you read 

o Attach: 

 Your Blog Blurb (should be a Word Document) 

 An IMAGE of the Book Cover 

 Share the hyperlink for your audio  

1. Right mouse click on the audio file in Google Drive 

2. Select get shareable link, copy the link (be sure that it says that anyone with this 

link can view, if it does not say that click on the button that says “share settings” 

and then select anyone with this link can view) 

3. Paste the link into the contents of your email. 

3. Send the Email .  When I receive and review your podcast I will email you a confirmation and you will 

be entered to win 1 of 4 Kindle Fire Tablets. 

 

Blogger address for examples/reference: www.lolhsreads.blogspot.com 
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