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            February 22, 2013 
Dear Staff,  

I am writing on behalf of the Lyme/Old Lyme Education Foundation Grants Committee to update you on recent 

LOLEF activities as well as some changes to our Grant evaluation process.  

Recently, our grants committee experienced an influx of technology initiatives as teachers began applying for grants 

for smart boards, laptop carts, tablets, and e-readers.  While we are keen to support these initiatives and the obvious 

need to enhance technology in our schools, we also want to uphold our goal to encourage and reward innovation.  

The committee recognized a need to establish better communications with the school district and contacted Beth 

Borden to serve as an advisory member to the grants committee.  

With a better understanding of district technology goals, we were able to establish a partnership with the district to 

ensure that provision of smart boards and laptops into K-12 classrooms were addressed as a priority.  The joint 

efforts of our PTOs, LOLEF and the Board of Education will ensure that smart boards will exist in every classroom 

by the start of the next school year with an additional fourteen laptops with wireless access in our elementary 

schools.  

We have also worked with Beth Borden to improve our communication with teachers throughout the grant proposal 

process.  We encourage you to seek guidance and input from her regarding your initial ideas for possible grant 

proposals before you complete the full grant application.  Additionally, we have added a pre-grant writing 

questionnaire so that teachers can receive committee feedback on their ideas prior to completing the application.  

Both of these changes are designed to encourage grants that meet our mission so that we are able to fund them 

through our foundation. Please note that while Beth is serving as an advisory member to our committee, she does not 

attend the actual grant review meetings nor have any direct influence on decisions made by the grants committee.  

We would also welcome your input as to whether an informational session on Grant applications, held prior to the 

deadline of our next round of grants in May, would be helpful and aid the application process.  Please contact Beth 

Borden if you feel that this would be a worthwhile exercise. 

The deadline for our next round of grant applications is May 1
st
 2013. Please contact Beth Borden for 

guidance and consider completing our pre-grant questionnaire which is available at www.lolef.org and will be 

open until April 15
th

 2013. 

The LOLEF welcomes grant applications from teachers, all Region 18 staff and community residents interested in 

promoting educational enrichment opportunities.  Thank you for your interest in the Lyme/Old Lyme Education 

Foundation.  Please contact either Beth Borden or myself directly if you have questions or comments.   Sincerely,  

Rosemary Barclay 

Rosemary Barclay, BS, PhD, CNS. ( On behalf of the LOL EF Grant Selection Committee) 

LOLEF Grants Committee:  Rosemary Barclay (Chair), Mike Kane (President), Randy Anway, Russ Linderman, 

Penny Eno, Doreen Thomas, Beth Borden (advisory member) 

http://www.lolef.org/

