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 “The more that you read, the more things you will know.  

The more that you learn, the more places you'll go.”  

                                                            ― Dr. Seuss 

Dear Parent or Guardian:  

Greetings from the LOLHS Library. We are excited to 

be launching our 2014 Summer Reading Program! This 

booklet contains suggestions for summer reads with a 

wide range of appeal and contains both fiction and 

non-fiction recommendations.  Research suggests 

that summer reading prevents learning loss, enhances 

reading skills, and fosters a love and curiosity for life-

long reading.  Whether it is a book on this list or a 

personal selection, encourage your student to read 

for pleasure this summer!  Students can record their 

summer reads in the reading log attached and submit 

it to the library within the first week of school.  

Students who submit their summer reading lists will 

be entered in a raffle for a variety of prizes. Books are 

available at local libraries, bookstores and online 

sellers such as www.amazon.com.  Most of these 

titles are available in paperback and in an e-edition.   

In addition to these suggested reads the incoming 

freshmen and sophomores are required to read a 

pre-selected title.  The incoming freshmen are to read 

Wonder by R.J. Palacio and the incoming sophomores 

are to read The Promise of a Pencil by Adam Braun.  

The themes within these required reads touch upon 

the Lyme-Old Lyme High School Core Values and 

Beliefs: Accountability, Integrity, Rigor and Respect.  

The purpose of this initiative is to provide students 

with an experience that will prepare them to meet the 

expectations of independent reading at LOLHS, to 

foster a love of reading and to develop a community 

of readers.  The themes in these books will guide  

 

agendas, discussion topics and activities to be 

completed within our Advisory block.  Parents and 

guardians, we invite you to read these books too! 

As this is my first year as the Librarian at Lyme-Old 

Lyme High School, this list is a compilation of student 

and staff recommendations.  However, I would like to 

establish a summer reading committee to create a 

mission statement, review and discuss titles to include 

on this list in the future and brainstorm ways to 

promote and assess summer reading.  If you are 

interested in being involved in this committee please 

contact me at trostl@region18.org.   

Happy Summer Reading! 

 

Carol DeMarco – Librarian Assistant 

 

Lucy Trost – School Librarian 

Incoming Grade 9 Summer Read 

Wonder 

Incoming Grade 10 Summer Read 

The Promise of a Pencil 

Southeastern CT’s One Book, One Region 

The Dirty Life 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/61105.Dr_Seuss
http://www.amazon.com/
mailto:trostl@region18.org
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PAPER TOWNS  

by: John Green 

When Margo Roth Spiegelman beckons 

Quentin Jacobsen in the middle of the 

night—dressed like a ninja and plotting an 

ingenious campaign of revenge—he follows her. Margo’s 

always planned extravagantly, and, until now, she’s always 

planned solo. After a lifetime of loving Margo from afar, 

things are finally looking up for Q . . . until day breaks and 

she has vanished. Always an enigma, Margo has now 

become a mystery. But there are clues. And they’re for Q. 

 

MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR 

PECULIAR CHILDREN  

by: Ransom Riggs 

A mysterious island.  An abandoned 

orphanage. A strange collection of very 

curious photographs. It all waits to be discovered in Miss 

Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children, an unforgettable 

novel that mixes fiction and photography in a thrilling 

reading experience. As our story opens, a horrific family 

tragedy sets sixteen-year-old Jacob journeying to a remote 

island off the coast of Wales, where he discovers the 

crumbling ruins of Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar 

Children. As Jacob explores its abandoned bedrooms and 

hallways, it becomes clear that the children were more than 

just peculiar. They may have been dangerous. 

 

THE BOOK THIEF  

by: Markus Zusak 

It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is 

holding its breath. Death has never been 

busier, and will become busier still. 

Liesel Meminger is a foster girl living outside 

of Munich, who scratches out a meager existence for 

herself by stealing when she encounters something she 

can’t resist–books. With the help of her accordion-playing 

foster father, she learns to read and shares her stolen 

books with her neighbors during bombing raids as well as 

with the Jewish man hidden in her basement.  

 

 

THIRTEEN REASONS WHY  

by: Jay Asher 

Clay Jensen returns home from school to 

find a strange package with his name on it 

lying on his porch. Inside he discovers 

several cassette tapes recorded by Hannah Baker - his 

classmate and crush - who committed suicide two weeks 

earlier. Hannah's voice tells him that there are thirteen 

reasons why she decided to end her life. Clay is one of 

them. If he listens, he'll find out why. Clay spends the night 

crisscrossing his town with Hannah as his guide. He 

becomes a firsthand witness to Hannah's pain, and learns 

the truth about himself-a truth he never wanted to face. 

 

 

THE PERKS OF BEING A 

WALLFLOWER  

by: Stephen Chbosky 

The Perks of Being a Wallflower is a story 

about what it’s like to travel that strange 

course through the uncharted territory of high school. The 

world of first dates, family dramas, and new friends. Of sex, 

drugs, and The Rocky Horror Picture Show. Of those wild 

and poignant roller-coaster days known as growing up. 

 

THE HOBBIT  

by: J.R.R. Tolkien 

A great modern classic and the prelude to 
THE LORD OF THE RINGS.  Bilbo Baggins is a 
hobbit who enjoys a comfortable, 

unambitious life, rarely traveling any farther than his pantry 
or cellar. But his contentment is disturbed when the wizard 
Gandalf and a company of dwarves arrive on his doorstep 
one day to whisk him away on an adventure. They have 
launched a plot to raid the treasure hoard guarded by 
Smaug the Magnificent, a large and very dangerous dragon. 
Bilbo reluctantly joins their quest, unaware that on his 
journey to the Lonely Mountain he will encounter both a 
magic ring and a frightening creature known as Gollum. 
 

 

 



Summer Reading 
Lyme-Old Lyme High School 

 

 

3                    *Summations from amazon.com and GoodReads.com 

 

SOLDIER BOYS  

by: Dean Hughes 

Spencer Morgan And Dieter Hedrick Are On 

Opposite Sides Of The War And Fighting For 

The Same Thing.  

At the age of fifteen, Dieter's blind devotion gets him 

promoted from Hitler Youth into the German army. Dieter's 

determined to prove his allegiance and bravery all costs.  

Spence, just sixteen, drops out of his Utah high school to 

begin training as a paratrooper. He's seen how boys who 

weren't much in high school can come home heroes, and 

Spence wants to prove to his friends and family that he 

really can be something.  
 

THE FIRST PHONE CALL FROM 

HEAVEN  

by: Mitch Albom 

The First Phone Call from Heaven tells the 
story of a small town on Lake Michigan that gets worldwide 
attention when its citizens start receiving phone calls from 
the afterlife. Is it the greatest miracle ever or a massive 
hoax? Sully Harding, a grief-stricken single father, is 
determined to find out. An allegory about the power of 
belief—and a page-turner that will touch your soul—
Albom's masterful storytelling has never been so moving 
and unexpected.  Readers of The Five People You Meet in 
Heaven will recognize the warmth and emotion so redolent 
of Albom's writing, and those who haven't yet enjoyed the 
power of his storytelling, will thrill at the discovery of one 
of the best-loved writers of our time. 

 DEVIL AT MY HEELS  

by: Louis Zamperini 

Devil at My Heels is the riveting, astonishing, 

and inspirational memoir of one of the 

greatest of the Greatest Generation: U.S. 

Olympian, World War II bombardier, Japanese POW, and 

survivor Louis Zamperini. His story of courage and resilience 

is so extraordinary that Lauren Hillebrand, author of 

Seabiscuit, made it the subject of her acclaimed bestseller, 

Unbroken. But Devil at My Heels is Zamperini’s remarkable 

personal history in his own words—a gripping, first-hand 

account of every trial, torment, escape, and remarkable 

triumph. 

I AM DAVID 

by: Anne Holm 

David's entire twelve-year life has been spent 

in a grisly prison camp in Eastern Europe. He 

knows nothing of the outside world. But 

when he is given the chance to escape, he seizes it. With his 

vengeful enemies hot on his heels, David struggles to cope 

in this strange new world, where his only resources are a 

compass, a few crusts of bread, his two aching feet, and 

some vague advice to seek refuge in Denmark. Is that 

enough to survive? 
 

 Sophie’s World 

by: Jostein Gaarder 

A page-turning novel that is also an 
exploration of the great philosophical 
concepts of Western thought, Sophie's 

World has fired the imagination of readers all over the 
world, with more than twenty million copies in print.  One 
day fourteen-year-old Sophie Amundsen comes home from 
school to find in her mailbox two notes, with one question 
on each: "Who are you?" and "Where does the world come 
from?" From that irresistible beginning, Sophie becomes 
obsessed with questions that take her far beyond what she 
knows of her Norwegian village. Through those letters, she 
enrolls in a kind of correspondence course, covering 
Socrates to Sartre, with a mysterious philosopher, while 
receiving letters addressed to another girl. Who is Hilde? 
And why does her mail keep turning up? To unravel this 
riddle, Sophie must use the philosophy she is learning--but 
the truth turns out to be far more complicated than she 
could have imagined. 
 

 

SHINE 

by: Lauren Myracle 

When her best guy friend falls victim to a 

vicious hate crime, sixteen-year-old Cat sets 

out to discover who in her small town did it. 

Richly atmospheric, this daring mystery mines the secrets 

of a tightly knit Southern community and examines the 

strength of will it takes to go against everyone you know in 

the name of justice. 
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 MUCKERS  

by: Sandra Neil Wallace 

Felix O'Sullivan's world is crumbling around 

him: the mine that employs most of town is 

on the brink of closing, threatening to 

shutter the entire town. And Felix, or Red, after his fire-

colored hair, will be one of 24 students in the final 

graduating class of his local high school. But Red's got his 

own burdens to bear: his older brother, Bobby, died in the 

war, and he's been struggling to follow in his footsteps 

ever since. That means assuming Bobby's old position as 

quarterback, and leading the last-ever Muckers team to the 

championship. Maybe then his angry, broken-hearted 

father will acknowledge him, and they'll be able to put 

Bobby's death behind them. 

GONE GIRL 

by: Gillian Flynn 

On a warm summer morning in North 

Carthage, Missouri, it is Nick and Amy 

Dunne’s fifth wedding anniversary. Presents 

are being wrapped and reservations are being made when 

Nick’s clever and beautiful wife disappears. Husband-of-the-

Year Nick isn’t doing himself any favors with cringe-worthy 

daydreams about the slope and shape of his wife’s head, 

but passages from Amy's diary reveal the alpha-girl 

perfectionist could have put anyone dangerously on edge. 

Under mounting pressure from the police and the media—

as well as Amy’s fiercely doting parents—the town golden 

boy parades an endless series of lies, deceits, and 

inappropriate behavior. Nick is oddly evasive, and he’s 

definitely bitter—but is he really a killer? 

 

FIGHT CLUB  

by: Chuck Palahniuk 

The first rule about fight club is you don't 
talk about fight club.  Fight Club's estranged 
narrator leaves his lackluster job when he 

comes under the thrall of Tyler Durden, an enigmatic young 
man who holds secret boxing matches in the basement of 
bars. There two men fight "as long as they have to." A 
gloriously original work that exposes what is at the core of 
our modern world. 

WINTERGIRLS  

by: Laurie Halse Anderson 

Lia and Cassie are best friends, wintergirls 

frozen in matchstick bodies, competitors in a 

deadly contest to see who can be the 

skinniest. But what comes after size zero and size double-

zero? When Cassie succumbs to the demons within, Lia 

feels she is being haunted by her friend’s restless spirit. 

COUNT OF MONTE CRISTO 

by: Alexandre Dumas 

Thrown in prison for a crime he has not 

committed, Edmond Dantes is confined to 

the grim fortress of If. There he learns of a 

great hoard of treasure hidden on the Isle of Monte Cristo 

and becomes determined not only to escape but to unearth 

the treasure and use it to plot the destruction of the three 

men responsible for his incarceration. A huge popular 

success when it was first serialized in the 1840s, "Dumas" 

was inspired by a real-life case of wrongful imprisonment 

when writing his epic tale of suffering and retribution. 

THE MAZE RUNNER 

by: James Dashner 

If you ain’t scared, you ain’t human. 

When Thomas wakes up in the lift, the only 

thing he can remember is his name. He’s 

surrounded by strangers—boys whose memories are also 

gone.  Nice to meet ya, shank. Welcome to the Glade. 

Outside the towering stone walls that surround the Glade is 

a limitless, ever-changing maze. It’s the only way out—and 

no one’s ever made it through alive. 

Everything is going to change. 

ELEANOR & PARK  

by: Rainbow Rowell 

Set over the course of one school year in 

1986, this is the story of two star-crossed 

misfits—smart enough to know that first 

love almost never lasts, but brave and desperate enough to 

try. When Eleanor meets Park, you’ll remember your own 

first love—and just how hard it pulled you under. 
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 THE GLASS CASTLE 

 by: Jeannette Walls 

Jeannette Walls grew up with parents whose 

ideals and stubborn nonconformity were 

both their curse and their salvation. Rex and 

Rose Mary Walls had four children. In the beginning, they 

lived like nomads, moving among Southwest desert towns, 

camping in the mountains. Rex was a charismatic, brilliant 

man who, when sober, captured his children's imagination, 

teaching  them physics, geology, and above all, how to 

embrace life fearlessly. 

DAUGHTERS 

by: Joanna Philbin 

The only daughter of supermodel Katia 
Summers, witty and thoughtful Lizzie 
Summers likes to stick to the sidelines.  The 
sole heir to Metronome Media and the 

daughter of billionaire Karl Jurgensen, outspoken Carina 
Jurgensen would rather climb mountains than social 
ladders. Daughter of chart-topping pop icon Holla Jones, 
stylish and sensitive Hudson Jones is on the brink of her 
own music breakthrough. By the time freshman year 
begins, unconventional-looking Lizzie Summers has come 
to expect fawning photographers and adoring fans to 
surround her gorgeous supermodel mother. But when 
Lizzie is approached by a fashion photographer who 
believes she’s “the new face of beauty,” Lizzie surprises 
herself and her family by becoming the newest Summers 
woman to capture the media spotlight. As Lizzie and her 
two best friends (and fellow daughters-of-celebrities) 
juggle normal high school events with glamorous family 
functions, they discover the pitfalls of fame and the 
importance of friendship.  
 

EMMA 

by: Jane Austen       

Sparkling comedy of provincial manners 
concerns a well-intentioned young heiress 
and her matchmaking schemes that result in 

comic confusion for the inhabitants of a 19th-century 
English village. Droll characterizations of the well-
intentioned heroine, her hypochondriacal father, plus many 
other finely drawn personalities make this sparkling satire 
of provincial life one of Jane Austen's finest novels. 

CATCHER CAUGHT 

by: Sarah Collins Honenberger 

After an earth-shattering diagnosis of 
leukemia, 15-year-old Daniel Landon sees a 
reflection of himself in the words of J.D. 

Salinger's The Catcher in the Rye. Inspired by Holden 
Caulfield, Daniel begins to question the intentions and 
authority of those around him in his own search for identity 
as he faces death. Tired of his cramped surroundings and 
hippie parents’ alternative approaches to his treatment, he 
follows the footsteps of Caulfield to New York City in 
search of the same eternal truths, only to discover the 
importance of home when death looms. A coming of age 
story, a love story, and a new classic, Catcher, Caught will 
engage the imagination of more than one generation, 
searching for lasting values. 
 

ESCAPE FROM CAMP 14 

by: Blaine Harden 

North Korea’s political prison camps have 
existed twice as long as Stalin’s Soviet 
gulags and twelve times as long as the Nazi 
concentration camps. No one born and 

raised in these camps is known to have escaped. No one, 
that is, except Shin Dong-hyuk.  In Escape From Camp 14, 
Blaine Harden unlocks the secrets of the world’s most 
repressive totalitarian state through the story of Shin’s 
shocking imprisonment and his astounding getaway. Shin 
knew nothing of civilized existence—he saw his mother as 
a competitor for food, guards raised him to be a snitch, and 
he witnessed the execution of his mother and brother. 
The late “Dear Leader” Kim Jong Il was recognized 
throughout the world, but his country remains sealed as his 
third son and chosen heir, Kim Jong Eun, consolidates 
power. Few foreigners are allowed in, and few North 
Koreans are able to leave. North Korea is hungry, bankrupt, 
and armed with nuclear weapons. It is also a human rights 
catastrophe. Between 150,000 and 200,000 people work as 
slaves in its political prison camps. These camps are clearly 
visible in satellite photographs, yet North Korea’s 
government denies they exist. 
Harden’s harrowing narrative exposes this hidden dystopia, 

focusing on an extraordinary young man who came of age 

inside the highest security prison in the highest security 

state. Escape from Camp 14 offers an unequalled inside 

account of one of the world’s darkest nations. It is a tale of 

endurance and courage, survival and hope.  
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BOMB 

by: Steve Sheinkin 

In December of 1938, a chemist in a German 

laboratory made a shocking discovery: 

When placed next to radioactive material, a Uranium atom 

split in two. That simple discovery launched a scientific race 

that spanned 3 continents. In Great Britain and the United 

States, Soviet spies worked their way into the scientific 

community; in Norway, a commando force slipped behind 

enemy lines to attack German heavy-water manufacturing; 

and deep in the desert, one brilliant group of scientists was 

hidden away at a remote site at Los Alamos. This is the 

story of the plotting, the risk-taking, the deceit, and genius 

that created the world's most formidable weapon. This is 

the story of the atomic bomb. 

 

WUTHERING HEIGHTS 

 by: Emily Bronte 

Classic novel of consuming passions, played 
out against the lonely moors of northern 
England, recounts the turbulent and 
tempestuous love story of Cathy and 

Heathcliff. A masterpiece of imaginative fiction, the story 
remains as poignant and compelling today as it was when 
first published in 1847. 
 
 

IF I STAY  

by: Gayle Forman 

In the blink of an eye everything changes. 

Seventeen year-old Mia has no memory of 

the accident; she can only recall what 

happened afterwards, watching her own damaged body 

being taken from the wreck. Little by little she struggles to 

put together the pieces- to figure out what she has lost, 

what she has left, and the very difficult choice she must 

make. Heart wrenchingly beautiful, this will change the way 

you look at life, love, and family. Now a major motion 

picture starring Chloe Grace Moretz, Mia's story will stay 

with you for a long, long time. 

 

DEVIL IN THE WHITE CITY 

by: Erik Larson 

Erik Larson—author of #1 bestseller In the 
Garden of Beasts—intertwines the true tale 
of the 1893 World's Fair and the cunning 

serial killer who used the fair to lure his victims to their 
death. Combining meticulous research with nail-biting 
storytelling, Erik Larson has crafted a narrative with all the 
wonder of newly discovered history and the thrills of the 
best fiction. 

 

THE SECRET LIFE OF BEES 

by: Sue Monk Kidd 

Fans of Kathryn Stockett’s The Help and Beth 

Hoffman’s Saving CeeCee Honeycutt will love 

Sue Monk Kidd’s Southern coming of age tale. The Secret 

Life of Bees was a New York Times bestseller for more than 

125 weeks, a Good Morning America “Read This” Book Club 

pick and was made into an award-winning film starring 

Dakota Fanning, Queen Latifah, Jennifer Hudson and Alicia 

Keys. Set in South Carolina in 1964, The Secret Life of Bees 

tells the story of Lily Owens, whose life has been shaped 

around the blurred memory of the afternoon her mother 

was killed. 

 

When Lily's fierce-hearted black "stand-in mother," 

Rosaleen, insults three of the town's most vicious racists, 

Lily decides they should both escape to Tiburon, South 

Carolina—a town that holds the secret to her mother's 

past. There they are taken in by an eccentric trio of black 

beekeeping sisters who introduce Lily to a mesmerizing 

world of bees, honey, and the Black Madonna who presides 

over their household. This is a remarkable story about 

divine female power and the transforming power of love—

a story that women will share and pass on to their 

daughters for years to come. 
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Summer Reading Quick-Reference List  

AUTHOR TITLE 
Fiction or  

Non-Fiction 
Albom, Mitch The First Phone Call From Heaven Non-Fiction 

Anderson, Laurie Halse Wintergirls Fiction 

Asher, Jay Thirteen Reasons Why Fiction 

Austen, Jane Emma Fiction 

Bronte, Emily Wuthering Heights Non-Fiction 

Chbosky, Stephen The Perks of Being a Wallflower Fiction 

Dashner, James The Maze Runner Fiction 

Dumas, Alexandre Count of Monte Cristo Fiction 

Flynn, Gillian Gone Girl Fiction 

Forman, Gayle If I Stay Fiction 

Gaarder, Jostein Sophie's World Fiction 

Green, John Paper Towns Fiction 

Harden, Blaine Escape From Camp 14 Non-Fiction 

Holm, Anne I Am David Non-Fiction 

Honenberger, Sarah Collins Catcher Caught Fiction 

Hughes, Dean Soldier Boys Fiction 

Kidd, Sue Monk The Secret Life Of Bees Non-Fiction 

Larson, Erik Devil In The White City Non-Fiction 

Myracle, Lauren Shine Fiction 

Palahniuk, Chuck Fight Club Fiction 

Philbin, Joanna Daughters Fiction 

Riggs, Ransom Miss Peregrine's Home For Peculiar Children Fiction 

Rowell, Rainbow Eleanor & Park Fiction 

Sheinkin, Steve Bomb Non-Fiction 

Tolkien, J.R.R. The Hobbit Fiction 

Wallace, Sandra Neil Muckers Fiction 

Walls, Jeannette The Glass Castle Non-Fiction 

Zamperini, Louis Devil At My Heels Non-Fiction 

Zusak, Markus The Book Thief Fiction 

Incoming Grade 9 Required Read: 

 

Wonder by R. J. Palacio 

Incoming Grade 10 Required Read: 

 

The Promise of a Pencil by Adam Braun
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“The more that you read, the more things you will know. 

The more that you learn, the more places you'll go.” 

― Dr. Seuss 

Dear Students:  

Greetings from the LOLHS Library. We are excited to 

be launching our 2014 Summer Reading Program! This 

booklet contains suggestions for summer reads with a 

wide range of appeal and contains both fiction and 

non-fiction recommendations.  Research suggests 

that summer reading prevents learning loss, enhances 

reading skills, and fosters a love and curiosity for life-

long reading.  Whether it is a book on this list or a 

personal selection, read for pleasure this summer!  

You can record their summer reads in the reading log 

attached and submit it to the library within the first 

week of school.  Students who submit their summer 

reading lists will be entered in a raffle for a variety of 

prizes. Books are available at local libraries, 

bookstores and online sellers such as 

www.amazon.com.  Most of these titles are available 

in paperback and in an e-edition.   

In addition to these suggested reads the incoming 

freshmen and sophomores are required to read a 

pre-selected title.  The incoming freshmen are to read 

Wonder by R.J. Palacio and the incoming sophomores 

are to read The Promise of a Pencil by Adam Braun.  

The themes within these required reads touch upon 

the Lyme-Old Lyme High School Core Values and 

Beliefs: Accountability, Integrity, Rigor and Respect.  

The purpose of this initiative is to provide students 

with an experience that will prepare them to meet the 

expectations of independent reading at LOLHS, to 

foster a love of reading and to develop a community 

of readers.  The themes in these books will guide  

 

agendas, discussion topics and activities to be 

completed within our Advisory block.   

As this is my first year as the Librarian at Lyme-Old 

Lyme High School, this list is a compilation of student 

and staff recommendations.  However, I would like to 

establish a summer reading committee to create a 

mission statement, review and discuss titles to include 

on this list in the future and brainstorm ways to 

promote and assess summer reading.  If you are 

interested in being involved in this committee please 

contact me at trostl@region18.org.   

Happy Summer Reading! 

 

Carol DeMarco – Librarian Assistant 

 

Lucy Trost – School Librarian 

Incoming Grade 9 Summer Read 

Wonder 

Incoming Grade 10 Summer Read 

The Promise of a Pencil 

Southeastern CT’s One Book, One Region 

The Dirty Life 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/61105.Dr_Seuss
http://www.amazon.com/
mailto:trostl@region18.org

