
 
 

Parent Advisory Board Meeting Agenda 
March 29, 2017, 7pm 

 
 

 
Welcome:  Co-Presidents, Sherri Ramella and Dottie Wells 
 
Attendees :  Administrator – Vice Principal Jeanne Manfredi,  Co-Presidents - Sherri Ramella and 
Dottie Wells,  Secretary – Rosemary Reid.  Parents – 4 parents  
 
Principal Wygonik has the flu and was not able to attend  
 
Topics for Discussion: 
 

 Virtual High School (VHS) presentation- Ms.  Manfredi 
o Virtual High School has been an option at LOL High School for over 15 years. Ms. 

Manfredi was the first coordinator.  We are a member as part of the 
collaborative with Learn, we have 20 seats. That is 20 students can take classes a 
year.  We have to provide them with a teacher and a site coordinator who 
liaisons between our students and VHS. Two hundred schools from around the 
world are included.    Our teacher is the Chinese teacher – John Wong – he 
worked with VHS to develop to their curriculum.  Mrs. Trost is the site 
coordinator.  

o Some years we use all 20 seats and some years only 5 seats. When there have 
been classes with lots of requests, like AP Psychology LOL has started to offer the 
class. Our students can take them free during the semester, but during the 
summer they would have to pay on their own.   

o This is not video learning.  The class is conducted entirely through a digital portal 
(a learning management system). Interaction with the instruction is strictly 
though this portal and done through private thread conversations (written 
communication). Weekly lessons are posted on Tuesday at midnight and 
students are required to read through the assignments, complete various 
activities, and respond to various prompts. The week closes on Tuesday at 
midnight. VHS courses require students to read, listen or view material and write 
responses individually or in a group environment – always via this digital portal. 

o Information on Virtual High School is available from region’s website - 
http://www.region18.org/page.cfm?p=569 – under the schools tab.  

 You can access the catalog of over 250 classes.  The AP classes are full 
year. Most other classes are semester long – 15 weeks. The VHS calendar 
is different from the LOL school calendar. They would still have VHS 
classes while mid-terms are going on LOLHS.  The VHS Semester ends 
before the holiday break (this year it was December 20) – AP courses 

http://www.region18.org/page.cfm?p=569


resume the 2nds semester during the first week in January. The offerings 
include standard, honors, and AP classes. They will get the same weight 
in the student’s GPA as that level course would if offered at LOL High 
School.  

 Some of our popular classes have been: Sports in American Culture and 
Anatomy and Physiology, and AP Environmental Science.  

o How to apply?  
 If a student wanted to take a VHS class, they receive the appropriate 

paperwork from Mrs. Trost.  This paperwork requires the student, 
parents and guidance counselor’s signatures.  This includes a parent 
contract.  they would complete an application which includes an 
explanation as to why they would like to take this VHS course, two 
teacher recommendations, and a parent contract. The application packets 
are found in the Library Media Center from Mrs. Trost, the School 
Counseling office or on the Region 18 website under the VHS link.  There is 
open enrollment so there is no deadline for applications prior to the 
beginning of the course. 

o It’s very independent course work.  The students are not in class with other 
students and can only interact with the professor with questions through the 
digital portal  

o One parent mentioned problems with emails not being answered by the teacher.  
Mrs. Trost can reach out to VHS if there are problems with communication.  

o Thoughts to improve understanding of VHS : 
 Do an exit survey for students and parents.  Make it available to new 

students/parents to evaluate the class.  Mrs. Manfredi will look into 
doing and have Mrs. Trost provide this to students when they are 
registering for classes.  

 It was suggested that VHS be added to AP night. This would allow an 
opportunity for parents and students to understand the pros/cons of 
these classes.  

 As with AP classes, it would be great to communicate to students the 
workload and structure of these classes.  It requires students who can 
learn well on their own through reading without working directly with the 
teachers.  
 

 

 Test Day information- Wednesday, April 5th  - Mrs. Manfredi  
o Wednesday – April 5th -  

 Juniors 

 Will take the SAT for about 4 hours.  

 They will then have lunch and periods 7 and 8.  

 The school administration of the SAT does not include the writing 
component.  



 One parent mentioned that you can pay the College Board a fee 
and get a copy of the SAT your student took with their answers 
including the writing part.   

 Sophomore – 

 Will take on-line CAPT. This is 3 hours of testing. Sixty students 
will take in the high school computer rooms and sixty will take in 
the middle school computer rooms.  

 They will then have periods 6, 7 and 8.  

 It was mentioned that students need to register if they want to 
take Aspire exam this year. It is being given at LOL High School, 
but on a Saturday.  This is the Preliminary version of the ACT.  

 Seniors  

 They arrive time at 12:25.  They will be then have periods 7 and 8. 
 Freshman  

 Since this is the last year that CAPT will be offered, we are not 
having Freshman take it as practice.  

 They will have a forum on the ProAtBeing Me – a panel of 
students and video.  After this, they will do some team building 
activities.  

 They will then have periods 6, 7, and 8. 
 
 

 Honor Code update – Ms. Manfredi  
o Jim Wygonik brought the idea of creating an honor code to the instructional 

leaders and they like the idea. 
o In May, they will have a symposium about it with teachers and students. 

Teachers have identified a number of students to help with the symposium.  This 
half day meeting will come up with a draft of an honor code. They will start by 
looking at our mission statement and our core values and beliefs. They have 
gotten some sample honor codes from some schools.    

o Ms. Manfredi brought it to the student advisory counselor.  They liked the idea.  
o The goal is that the honor code will improve behavior.   

 

 Homework Guideline update – Ms. Manfredi  
o Received 135 responses from parents on the survey and they have been collated. 
o Reviewed the feedback at the LOL High School Homework committee meeting 

on Monday.  
o Meeting scheduled for after April break to combine documents with other 

schools.  
o The district wants to have a connection between what is going on in Middle 

School and what follows it in High School.  
o Will be presented at the Board of Education meeting in May.  

 



 
Parent Feedback and Questions 
 
 

 AP/ECE Night feedback 
o Parent comments were – “Very well done!” “Please do every year.”  
o As mentioned before, adding Virtual High School to this event would be helpful.  

 Teacher turnover 
o Mrs. Charpentier – had her baby will be out of the rest of the year. Mr. T is the 

long term sub for the rest of the year.   
o Mrs. Tarkoff has a medical issue and she resigned.  She was a tutor.   
o Mrs. LeMarie, a French teacher,  resigned for personal reasons. Have good 

prospects for the French position.  
o Miss Gannon, a English teacher, resigned for personal reasons.  
o They are concerned about turnover in the tutor position.  Need to work on this 

to have the continuity for kids.    
- Announcements – 

o One parent said that their child mentioned that they are not hearing the 
audio announcements because of problems with the sound system in various 
classrooms. As well, the child mentioned that they are not seeing the  video 
announcements, because of not knowing the correct link.  

o Ms. Manfredi doesn’t know of any issues and knows that the link to the video 
announcements are emailed to the teachers.  

- PAB Secretary –  
o Rosemary will not be running for secretary for next year. We need to elect a 

new secretary at our May 24th meeting.  Anyone interested should contact 
Dottie Wells (drw214@gmail.com) or Sherri Ramella 
(theramellas@comcast.net) 
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