
 

Parents Advisory Board Meeting Agenda  

January 18, 2017 

7pm  

Attendees:  Co-Presidents -  Sherri Ramella and Dottie Wells, Secretary - Rosemary Reid, Administrator – 

Vice Principal - Jeanne Manfredi , Athletic Director - Hildie  Heck,  fourteen parents. (Principal Wygonik 

had to go to special Board of Education meeting.) 

Topics for Discussion:  

- Hildie  Heck , Athletic Director –  

o Talked about college recruiting for sports.  She recommended using the NCAA eligibility 

website – eligibilitycenter.org.  Students that want to pursue intercollegiate athletics 

need to register on that site and get an NCAA ID number. She recommended that 

students do this as early as sophomore year if they foresee being interested in playing in 

Division I or II.   The student can create a recruitment profile.  There are three divisions 

of college sports - Division I, II and III with Division I being the most competitive.   Each 

Division has specific rules about courses an athlete needs to take in high school as well 

as dates when a coach and a high school athlete are allowed to start communicating. 

These dates may vary by sports.   

o Student can at any time go to a specific college website and fill out the prospective 

athlete form so that the school knows that they are interested.  

o In Late February/Beginning of March,  Molly McCarthy,  CCSU Assistant Director of 

Compliance will be giving a presentation at LOLHS on NCAA Compliance and College 

Athletics   

o Questions 

 Do our team sports provide film of games to our student athletics to use in 

recruiting?  

 Boys basketball films themselves.   

 Hildie was brought into a meeting this week where LOLHS is getting a 

new camera and will be looking at doing more of this.  

 Are the recruiting websites worth it? 

 There are a number of websites out there that charge you a monthly fee 

to help you be seen. Hildie felt that this was a good question for the 

Molly McCarthy presentation.   

 How do you find out what schools are at what level?  

 You can use the Naviance program that LOLHS provides for our students 

to search by sports and Division.  The Princeton Review also has this 

information.  



- TASC Center –  Ms. Manfredi presented about the TASC Center.  We had a learning center with a 

tutor and was used mainly like a structured study hall.  In the last few years, students with 504 

plans who needed help were scheduled there as well as using it as a drop in center for students 

who wanted specific help would utilize it – but it was not being utilized to its fullest potential 

due to the lax nature of the environment. Some students went for organization help. Last year’s 

tutor left the high school and they used this opportunity to re-align the center.  

 

The center now has the following staff:  

o Math tutor – Mr. Popeleski – A retired teacher who is able to tutor up through AP 

calculus. 

o English and Language Arts tutor – Linda Tarkoff – Certified English Teacher 

o Help with Organizational Skills - Eric Arcisz - Certified Social Studies Teacher 

 

The students that are scheduled for the center now do so as a for credit course  - pass/fail 

course - .25 credits (See course description attached).  The center is still available as a drop in 

center, but in a more structured way. When you enter, you explain what you need help with and 

then are directed to the appropriate person.  The goal of the center is to help these children 

learn to self-advocate.     The school also plans to address SAT test shortfalls with the center.  

Based on students PSAT tests, they can go to the center to get help specifically on the areas 

where they have issues.   Ms. Manfredi has been doing introductions between students and the 

tutors. If your student is interested, but doesn’t want to go to the center alone,  Ms. Manfredi 

would be happy to do an introduction.  

 

- Blog – Ms. Manfredi presented about the blog she does for LOLHS.  You can access from Region 

18 website, go the High School website and choose Wildcat news or use this link 

http://lolhsnews.weebly.com/.   At this link, you can register to get email alerts when the blog is 

updated.  Jeanne will be meeting with Hildie to see how to incorporate sports into the blog or 

have a sports specific blog. The school is always looking for new ways to use the blog. 

 

- Homework Committee Update – This item was going to be covered by Mr. Wygonik and he had 

to be at the Board of Education meeting so this was skipped in the agenda.  

 

- Midterm Exams –  Ms. Manfredi presented about mid-terms. She had already sent a document 

to all parents with much of the information about mid-terms.  They are 1/19, Thursday and 

1/20, Friday and then 1/23, Monday  and 1/24, Tuesday. This year the school has tried to 

provide more in school study options.  As the PAB meeting was going on there was a student 

session still going on in the library.  Teachers in different disciplines as well as NHS members 

where available to help and food provided.  The school plans to continue this every semester 

with exams moving forward.   Ms. Manfredi answered two parent questions: 

o You don’t have to call in as an absence if you child doesn’t have an exam.  

o There is no scheduled supervision in the Commons after the exams.    

http://lolhsnews.weebly.com/


- Update on vandalism investigation –  LOLHS Students have confessed to doing this.  There were 

additional people involved. The students  have met with the LOLHS administrators, the 

superintendent, Ian Neviaser, and the police.  They are being processed and arrested for the 

vandalism at the school (five separate incidents), along with the community and individual 

vandalism.  The district is working with the police.  The students have been suspended and 

looking at expulsion. 

- Parent Questions  

o Based on the recent incident at Big Y, what are the schools procedures for an event 

like this on the weekend or after hours? Is there a lock-down?  

 During school hours, there will be an automatic lock down. Weekday ones are 

practiced.      

 If an incident happens off hours,  Ian notifies  all administrators including Hildie .  

All administrators are required to keep their phones with them at all times.  

Hildie  will notify all coaches. The administrator will notify whoever is running 

the building.  Whenever the building is unlocked,  a custodian is always present.  

They could make an announcement in the building.  The Custodian has the key 

to put the school in lockdown, but they have to be told by an administrator.  

 Also, the calendar for the school will show all activities that are going on in the 

school.  

  Hildie  and Sammy (PT) working on a formal emergency action plan for after 

school and weekends.   

o Who tracks the membership of individual teams like robotics for reporting to colleges?  

 Students are on the honor system for reporting to colleges.     

o Dottie repeated a question that had been emailed to her:  The middle school has 

many kindness matters posters that set a tone. Could the High School do more of this?  

 It was pointed out that there were “We’re Aware and We Care” signs with 

safety pins (to indicate a person is safe to talk to) in the Commons and outside 

the library. Ms. Manfredi will look into whether this could be done more.  

o Could the library be open more hours after school? 

 Ms. Manfredi will ask Mr. Wygonik about whether this is a possibility. This 

would require someone to be there for supervision.  

o Can Canvas be made accessible to parents? 

 We pay by account so having parent accounts doesn’t seem likely. However, 

your student can give you their login so you can check it out.  

 Second semester is the first semester when teachers are expected to be using 

Canvas for the following:  

 Syllabus, and Course Expectations 

 Email Communication 

 Large Assignments and Exams need to be in the Canvas Calendar 

There are different levels of teachers’ adoption, but second semester these are 

expected. 


